
Please refer to the specific marking guidance on page 2 when applying this marking grid. 

AO1 = bullet point 1 AO2 = bullet point 2 AO3 = bullet point 3 

Level Mark Descriptor (AO1, AO2, AO3) 
0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–5 Descriptive 
• Makes little reference to texts with limited organisation of

ideas. Limited use of appropriate concepts and terminology
with frequent errors and lapses of expression.

• Uses a narrative or descriptive approach that shows limited
knowledge of texts and how meanings are shaped in texts.
Shows a lack of understanding of the writer’s craft.

• Shows limited awareness of contextual factors.
Level 2 6–10 General understanding/exploration 

• Makes general points, identifying some literary techniques
with general explanation of effects. Aware of some appropriate
concepts and terminology. Organises and expresses ideas with
clarity, although still has errors and lapses.

• Gives surface readings of texts relating to how meanings are
shaped in texts. Shows general understanding by commenting
on straightforward elements of the writer’s craft.

• Has general awareness of the significance and influence of
contextual factors. Makes general links between texts and
contexts.

Level 3 11–15 Clear relevant application/exploration 
• Offers a clear response using relevant textual examples.

Relevant use of terminology and concepts. Creates a logical,
clear structure with few errors and lapses in expression.

• Demonstrates knowledge of how meanings are shaped in texts
with consistent analysis. Shows clear understanding of the
writer’s craft.

• Demonstrates a clear exploration of the significance and
influence of contextual factors. Develops relevant links
between texts and contexts.

Level 4 16–20 Discriminating controlled application/exploration 
• Constructs a controlled argument with fluently embedded

examples. Discriminating use of concepts and terminology.
Controls structures with precise cohesive transitions and
carefully chosen language.

• Demonstrates discriminating understanding of how meanings
are shaped in texts. Analyses, in a controlled way, the
nuances and subtleties of the writer’s craft.

• Provides a discriminating analysis of the significance and
influence of contextual factors. Makes detailed links between
texts and contexts.

Level 5 21–25 Critical and evaluative 
• Presents a critical evaluative argument with sustained textual

examples. Evaluates the effects of literary features with
sophisticated use of concepts and terminology. Uses
sophisticated structure and expression.

• Exhibits a critical evaluation of the ways meanings are shaped
in texts. Displays a sophisticated understanding of the writer’s
craft.

• Presents a sophisticated evaluation and appreciation of the
significance and influence of contextual factors. Makes
sophisticated links between texts and contexts.
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Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.

• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,  
 centre number and candidate number.

• Answer one question on your chosen theme.

•  Answer the questions in the spaces provided  
– there may be more space than you need.

•  In your answers, you must not use texts that you have studied used in  
your coursework.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 40. 

•  The marks for each question are shown in brackets 
– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.

• Check your answers if you have time at the end.

Paper Reference

You must have:
prescribed texts (clean copies)
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Answer ONE question from your chosen theme. Write your answer in the space provided.

Childhood

Texts
Pre-1900: What Maisie Knew, Henry James; Hard Times, Charles Dickens
Post-1900: Atonement, Ian McEwan; The Color Purple, Alice Walker

1  Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present tensions  
in the family. You must relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 1 = 40 marks)

OR

2 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present the interior 
lives of characters. You must relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 2 = 40 marks)

Colonisation and its Aftermath

Texts
Pre-1900: Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad; The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain
Post-1900: A Passage to India, E M Forster; The Lonely Londoners, Sam Selvon

3 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present the effects 
of colonisation on people of different backgrounds. You must relate your discussion 
to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 3 = 40 marks)

OR

4 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present and  
use places. You must relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 4 = 40 marks)

3

*S47533A0314* Turn over     

Answer ONE question from your chosen theme. Write your answer in the space provided.

Crime and Detection

Texts
Pre-1900: Lady Audley’s Secret, Mary Elizabeth Braddon; The Moonstone, Wilkie Collins
Post-1900: In Cold Blood, Truman Capote; The Murder Room, P D James

5 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts use dialogue.  
You must relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 5 = 40 marks)

OR

6 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present motive, 
or the lack of it, for committing crime. You must relate your discussion to relevant 
contextual factors.

(Total for Question 6 = 40 marks)

Science and Society

Texts
Pre-1900: Frankenstein, Mary Shelley; The War of the Worlds, H G Wells
Post-1900: Never Let Me Go, Kazuo Ishiguro; The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood

7 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts use the narrators in 
their works. You must relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 7 = 40 marks)

OR

8 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present the role 
of gender in the misuse of science. You must relate your discussion to relevant 
contextual factors.

(Total for Question 8 = 40 marks)
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Answer ONE question from your chosen theme. Write your answer in the space provided.

Childhood

Texts
Pre-1900: What Maisie Knew, Henry James; Hard Times, Charles Dickens
Post-1900: Atonement, Ian McEwan; The Color Purple, Alice Walker

1  Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present tensions  
in the family. You must relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 1 = 40 marks)

OR

2 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present the interior 
lives of characters. You must relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 2 = 40 marks)

Colonisation and its Aftermath

Texts
Pre-1900: Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad; The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain
Post-1900: A Passage to India, E M Forster; The Lonely Londoners, Sam Selvon

3 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present the effects 
of colonisation on people of different backgrounds. You must relate your discussion 
to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 3 = 40 marks)

OR

4 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present and  
use places. You must relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 4 = 40 marks)
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Answer ONE question from your chosen theme. Write your answer in the space provided.

Crime and Detection

Texts
Pre-1900: Lady Audley’s Secret, Mary Elizabeth Braddon; The Moonstone, Wilkie Collins
Post-1900: In Cold Blood, Truman Capote; The Murder Room, P D James

5 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts use dialogue.  
You must relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 5 = 40 marks)

OR

6 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present motive, 
or the lack of it, for committing crime. You must relate your discussion to relevant 
contextual factors.

(Total for Question 6 = 40 marks)

Science and Society

Texts
Pre-1900: Frankenstein, Mary Shelley; The War of the Worlds, H G Wells
Post-1900: Never Let Me Go, Kazuo Ishiguro; The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood

7 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts use the narrators in 
their works. You must relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 7 = 40 marks)

OR

8 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present the role 
of gender in the misuse of science. You must relate your discussion to relevant 
contextual factors.

(Total for Question 8 = 40 marks)
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Answer ONE question from your chosen theme. Write your answer in the space provided.

The Supernatural

Texts
Pre-1900: The Picture of Dorian Gray, Oscar Wilde; Dracula, Bram Stoker
Post-1900: The Little Stranger, Sarah Waters; Beloved, Toni Morrison

9 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts create a sense of 
fear in their works. You must relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 9 = 40 marks)

OR

10 Compare the ways in which settings are created and used by the writers of your  
two chosen texts. You must relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 10 = 40 marks)

Women and Society

Texts
Pre-1900: Wuthering Heights, Emily Brontë; Tess of the D’Urbervilles, Thomas Hardy
Post-1900: Mrs Dalloway, Virginia Woolf; A Thousand Splendid Suns, Khaled Hosseini

11 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts make use of 
different voices. You must relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 11 = 40 marks)

OR

12 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts portray women’s 
relationships with men. You must relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 12 = 40 marks)

5
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number:   Question 1   Question 2  Question 3 

     Question 4  Question 5   Question 6 

     Question 7  Question 8  Question 9 

     Question 10  Question 11  Question 12 

Please write the name of the texts you have used to answer the question on below:

Text 1: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Answer ONE question from your chosen theme. Write your answer in the space provided.

The Supernatural

Texts
Pre-1900: The Picture of Dorian Gray, Oscar Wilde; Dracula, Bram Stoker
Post-1900: The Little Stranger, Sarah Waters; Beloved, Toni Morrison

9 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts create a sense of 
fear in their works. You must relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 9 = 40 marks)

OR

10 Compare the ways in which settings are created and used by the writers of your  
two chosen texts. You must relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 10 = 40 marks)

Women and Society

Texts
Pre-1900: Wuthering Heights, Emily Brontë; Tess of the D’Urbervilles, Thomas Hardy
Post-1900: Mrs Dalloway, Virginia Woolf; A Thousand Splendid Suns, Khaled Hosseini

11 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts make use of 
different voices. You must relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 11 = 40 marks)

OR

12 Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts portray women’s 
relationships with men. You must relate your discussion to relevant contextual factors.

(Total for Question 12 = 40 marks)

5

*S47533A0514* Turn over     

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number:   Question 1   Question 2  Question 3 

     Question 4  Question 5   Question 6 

     Question 7  Question 8  Question 9 

     Question 10  Question 11  Question 12 

Please write the name of the texts you have used to answer the question on below:

Text 1: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Text 2: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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TOTAL FOR PAPER = 40 MARKS

Paper 2 Mark scheme 

Question 
number 

Indicative content 

1 Childhood 
Students may refer to the following in their answers: 
• comparison of the ways writers explore the role of parenting as a cause of

family tension 
• how writers link the family to their social context, e.g. the Gradgrind family is

linked to the ills of the Industrial Revolution; McEwan places the Tallis family 
in relative isolation; the Farange family reflects the corrupt/decadent 
behaviour of Beale and Ida; Walker sets her family in the rural Deep South 
with its context of racism and patriarchy 

• ways writers present opportunities for children to escape tensions in the
family, e.g. Sleary’s circus as a surrogate family for Sissy; Mr ____ as an 
escape for Celie and Nettie 

• ways writers use narrative devices/structures to reveal tensions within the
family and results of these tensions, e.g. McEwan’s use of Briony’s play and 
the introduction of class difference; how Walker uses sewing to symbolise 
female empowerment through creativity 

• how writers present the tensions in relationship between generations
• comparison of the narrative points of view and voices adopted by writers and

the effects of these in influencing the reader’s response to the family.
2 Childhood 

Students may refer to the following in their answers: 
• comparison of how writers use the language of thoughts and feelings to

convey character 
• whether or not the writers present interior lives through first-person

narrative, e.g. Louisa Gradgrind is presented through omniscient narrative; 
Celie’s thoughts and feelings are presented through her own narrative 

• comparison of how writers use interior lives, e.g. Sissy’s imaginative thoughts
and compassionate feelings as a foil to Louisa; Briony (in part 1 of 
Atonement), narrates substantially from her point of view 

• how writers present retrospective reflection, e.g. Robbie’s thoughts and
feelings about the past on his long walk to Dunkirk; Maisie’s reflections on 
the past help her determine where her future lies 

• importance of an interior life, e.g. Celie’s need to be silent and invisible
means that her inner thoughts are vital as a means of survival, expressed 
through her letters to God; the importance of Briony’s remorse in Part 3, and 
her daydream about the life she might have had with Luc 

• how writers use interior thoughts to convey ideas about the exterior world,
e.g. the sterile selfishness of Bitzer, a consequence of Gradgrind’s doctrine of 
self-interest; Walker exposes the cruelty of life in the Deep South through 
Celie’s thoughts. 
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